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Torstein Bae
commentator

Hello Torstein! Who will win Arctic Securities Chess Stars?
Magnus and Anand is of course big favourites, and I think it will
be very close between them. Magnus had problems against Anand
some time ago, but that seems to have disappeared. Magnus is
number one with some rating points, and has made success after
success. Actually he has 19 years of success! But - Anand has
become world champion in rapid chess a handfull times, and he is
famous as the blitz from Madras.

You have to pick one of them!

Then I go for Magnus, because it’s his home country. And Anand
is over 40, which may be of some importance. He may have less
energy, motivation and such. But at the same time... Anand is like
Kasparov, he manages to motivate himself over and over again.

Do you think the tournament is important for them?

Yes I think so. It’s quite probable that they will play in a match for
the World Championship later. In a match psychological factors
have great importance. This is like a prelude to a later match, and
they both want to get a psychological advantage. It’s not that often
they play against each other, and whey want to get the initiative.



What chanse do Hammer and Polgar have?

I think that Polgar have some small chanse. Some years ago she was
among the 10 best players in the world, although she is about number 50
now. Jon Ludvig is up and coming, he is stronger for every month. But if
he advances to the final, it’s a big sensation.

How do you prepare, as the commentator?

I have seen all Magnus game for many years, and I also follow Anand.
So now I only looked briefly at there score between each other. It will be
interesting to see wheter Anand chose to use 1.d4, as in the match against
Topalov, or if he returs to 1.e4.

Have you played against Magnus?
Yes, I have. In rapid chess I have won, about seven years ago. He was
young, but already better than me then.

There is a lot of international attention for this tournament.

I am not surprised! It’s number one in the world against the world
champion, can it be better? Now both Magnus and Anand can say that
they are number one in the world, but the one who wins will have some
extra weight in his words. It will be a great tournament!



Johannes Haug — Bjorn Sirén

l.e4 c5 2.c3

This line is popular among young
players. It is not difficult to understand,
since it has a clear strategic plan. Black
now has to counterattack against the
white centre with either 2...2)6 or 2...d5.
2...d5 3.exd5 ¥xd5 4.d4

White will probably be an isolated pawn
on d4 after an exchange on d4 later on.
4..0¢6 5.3
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Here black has his first major choise, to
stay with the bishop on c8 or develop it
to g4.

5..8g4

This is the most active option, but at the
same time it weakens b7. After white has
completed development he will probably
try to use this fact with ¥b3, attacking
b7. Black has no easy way to defend the
pawn, and if it is forced to move the light
squares will become weak.

6.2¢2 e6

With the knight on f6 instead of c6 this
is perfectly playable. Now it is probably
ill—advised, because white will have c4
followed by d5 with tempo.

7.8¢3

Threatens to win a pawn with dxc5 and
thus forces black to take on d4. This
helps white, because the knight can be
developed to ¢3 with tempo. 7.h3 £h5
8.c4! Wd6 9.d5 is most energic.

7...cxd4 8.cxd4 26 9.0-0

White castles before £c3, so black can’t
pin the knight with £b4. If now 9...&£b4,
then just 10.a3.
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10...%h5!?

This is a novelty, since the game Atlas—
Stohl, 1996 ended in a draw after 10.h3!
11.hxg4!

White is not afraid of his high—rated
opponent and checks wheter the piece—
sacrifice is correct.

11..0xg4

Black now thretens £h2+.
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12.g3

12.Eel! evacuates a square for the king.
White’s next move may be ¥b3, finally
hitting the b7—pawn. I doubt that black
has enough compensation for the piece.
12...%h3

Black was probably afraid of ©h4, which
cuts the queen out. 12...8xg3!? was

an interesting alternative, for example
13.fxg3 Dxe3 14.Wb3 Hxf1 15.¥xb7
0-0! and white’s king is in great danger.
13.814?

This seriously weakens d4, since the
knight can’t move due to mate on h2.
13.%d2 was better.

13...8xf4 14.gxf4
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14...0-0-0!

Now ©xd4 comes, with mate on h2.
15.2¢3 Hxd4 16.%c1 Dxf3+ 0-1

Every day one game will be
chosen as the best game. Does
your game deserves attention?
Do not hesitate to tell us when
you leave the score sheet!




Kurt Magnus Berg — GM E. Romanov
The rating difference between the players
is more than 800 points, but does not stop
the norweigan from playing interesting
and aggressive chess. In the end he was
close to winning.

1.ed ¢5 2.0 13 a6!?

a6 is a very common move in the sicilian,
so why not playing it already in move 2?
Now common theory gives four different
ways for white to play: i) 3.c3 with a
better version of c3—sicilian, ii) 3.c4 with
a probable marozy—bind—position, iii)
3.b4 with a better version of the wing
gambit, iv) 3.4 ¢c3 which forces black to
play another move, to which white can
answer 4.d4

3.d4?!

This is not the best, since it allows black
to execute his plan.

3...cxd4 4.5xd4 D16 5.9 c3 e5!
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White can’t jump to b5, 2...a6!, or to f5,
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6.22f5? d5! He is forced to retreat.
6.2b3 £b4!

Another active move. Now white has no
way of stopping d7—d5, which normally
is something black can try to prepare
around move 30 in the sicilian. Romanov
is 24 moves ahead!

7.£d3 d5 8.exd5 ¥xd5?

The only logical follow up to this is
£xc3 next move, and since it seems
questionable to give up the dark squared
bishop the whole idea with ¥xd5 is
difficult to understand. Better was
8...Hxd5.

9.0-0 £xc3 10.bxe3 0-0
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11.c4

10.bxc3 did weaken some squares in
white’s camp: c3, c4 and c¢5, but black
is far away of controlling any of these.
c3—c4 prepares £b2, with a long and nice
diagonal for the bishop.

11...%c¢6 12.8b2 Dbd7 13.2el Ee8
14.811

This looks slightly passive.

14...b6 15.a4 a5 16.c5!?

A sound pawn sacrifice, which distrubes
black just before he has finished
developing.

16...bxc5 17.£b5 ¥b6 18.22d2 £a6
19.2c¢4 7
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20.%d6!

The queen on ¢7 defends a lot of dark
squares, so it’s fully justified to exchange
it even though white is a pawn down.
20...%xd6 21.2xd6 Ee6 22.2adl £xb5
23.axb5!

Both white and black get passed pawns,
but the pawn on b5 is easier to defend.
23...a4 24.£a3 Eb8 25.c4 g6 26.f3 &8

16 can’t move it’s not possible to start
with f7—f5. Black has almost no move in
this position!

27...sbg7 28.8ed2 Be7 29.8d3 Eeb6
30.23d2 h5 31.5bf1

31.h4! looks best, to stop black from
getting some space.

31...h4 32.¢gl h3 33.g4
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33...e4!?
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27.8e2

White is not in a hurry. Let’s stop here
and think about black’s plan. None of
the knights can move. The rooks have no
open file and can barely move as well.
Black’s most logical plan should be to
advance with his extra pawn, but since

Romanov sacrifises back the pawn to get
some play with his knights.

34.g5 Dh5?

34...83h7 was better.

35.8b2+ &f8 36.Hxed HeS 37.2xe5
Exe5

Now white is a pawn up instead of a
pawn down. Besides that, white is still
positional better.

38.8a2 H\f4 39.56f2 He6 40.8xad Hxg5
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41.5xg5

Berg had a big chance to win with
41.5f6! It threatens a family fork on d7.
After 41...52g7 42.6)d7 Ed8 43.b6 the
b—pawn decides the game.

41...Bxg5 42.8g1

White is still much better strategically
due to the protected passed pawn on b5.
42...Be5 43.2g3 Bd8 44.2a2 Bd4 45.Ec2
Eh5 46.82g4 Ed3 47.8b2

Rook behind the passed pawn.

47...she7 48.b6 Eh8 49.b7 Eb8 50.Eg5
Bd7 51.8xc5 Ebxb7 52.Exb7 Exb7
53.cbg3 Bb3 15-%4
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White is slightly better but the position
should be a draw.

GM V. Georgiev— R. Wicklund—Hansen
1.d4 &6 2.c4 Dc6

Two Knights Tango or Black Knights
Tango.

3.3

3.9 13 is the most common move. Now
black usually plays 3...e6 and later follows
up with e6—e5.

3...e5 4.d5 De7

The knight is heading for g6, followed by
£b4, d6 and 0-0.
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5.h4!

It is best to play this move immediately.
After 5.e4 £ g6 6.h4 black has time to
develop his dark squared bishop, and then
return with the knight to e7.

5...h5

No fun move to play, since it weakens both
g5 and g6.

6.e4 Dg6 7.8285 d6 8.8¢2 Re7 9.8x16
£xf6 10.g3

The pawn on hS is lost, but it is only a
flank pawn. Black should develop with c6,
Wb6, £d7, 0-0-0, with some edge for white.
10...2e7 11.&xh5 g5?

Black tries to win back the pawn, but it just
make things worse. With d7 as the only
square for the queen and the bishop, the
black king will not manage to castle long.
12.hxg5 &xg5 13.%13 0-0 14.2g4 15!
Seeking for counterplay is only chance.
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15.2h5! &xd5 16.8xf5 Hb4
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17.2h8+ g7
17...2xh8 18.%h5+ thg7 19.Wg6+ h8
20.Wh7#
18.8h7+ g8 19.¥h5 &xf5 20.exf5 W6
21.g4 Hd3+ 22.sbf1 4 23.%h1 Bf7
24.5e4 1-0
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GM A. Kosteniuk — Havard Ramstad
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5

This line has been very popular among
the elite players the last decade.
3..8154.513

4.¢4 296 5.h4 h6? 6.h5 2h7 7.e6 fxe6
8.2d3 £xd3 9.%xd3 a dream in this line,
but it is not possible to reach if black
does not cooperate.

4...e6 5.82¢e2
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What is this? Is this not just a advance
french with the french bishop outside
the pawn chain. It is not that easy. Black
plays ¢5 in two moves, and white will try
to use this fact by opening the position
with c4.

5...5 6.2¢3

Simply to take the pawn.

6...cxd4 7.Dxd4 De7

Black has a sound structure but is
fighting to catch up in development.
8.c4 Dbc6 9.%ad a6 10.2)c3 dxcd
11.0-0-0
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11..%c¢8

11..Wa5 did Anand play against Leko
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13...8e7

I think this is wrong, simply because it
stops the knight on f5 to retreat to e7.
13...£b4 is the most popular move.
14.g4! Dh4 15.14!

Kosteniuk plays very convincing. 15.9e4
was Parligras—Mchedlishvili 2008, 2-7>
15...2g6 16.%¥xc4 2d8
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17.2e4! 0-0 18.2d6 ¥b8 19.£xd8
Hxd8 20.h4!

White’s play is primitive but effective.
20...b5 21.Weq Ha7 22.f5 De7 23.f6
Dd5 24.8d3 g6
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25.h5

The h—file will open up with devasting
effect.

25...Bc7+ 26.52b1 a7

8 A Ed
1 4 1
6| & AY Wil
5| A AA A
4 WA
3 2

2| 3 14

L& H p=¢
a b ¢c d e f g h

27.8h3!

A move which both defends and attacks.
It stops We3 and prepares to double along
the h—file.

27...8d7 28.8dh1 Dxf6 29.exf6 Exd6
30.hxg6 Exd3 31.gxf7+ 1-0

Arne Morten Kiistel — Anders Olsen
Arne Morten Kaéstel is a young

player from Molde who won the open
championship in Kristiansund this spring.
1.d4 26 2.2 13 g6 3.c4 £¢7 4.2¢3 d5
The Grunfeld Indian, played twice by
Anand against Topalov in Sofia.

5.cxd5 Hxd5 6.e4 Dxc3 7.bxe3 ¢5 8.h3
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In Grunfeld black allows white to build
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up an impressive centre and then tries
to destroy it. With h3 white secures an
important defender of the centre, the
knight on h3. The downside is that it’s
not developing a piece.

8...0-0 9.8c4

This is a Swedish speciality, played

by GM Tiger Hillarp and IM Bjorn
Ahlander. 9.2e2 was played by Kramnik
against Kasparov in Corus 2000.
9..2¢6 10.8b2?!

The bishop is better placed on e3.
10...cxd4 11.cxd4 Wa5+ 12.50e2?

With this move white’s problem starts.
After 12.Wd2 the position is even. Black
should avoid exchanging on d2 because
of two reasons: 1) The king gets to €3, a
quite nice square, 2) An exchange on a5
is favourable for black, since the knight
on a5 controls c4.

12...b5 13.82d5 £b7 14.£2xc6?

Also a mistake, which helps the black
bishop into the game.

14...8xc6 15.%d3
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15...b4!

Opening the diagonal against the white
king.

16.%e3 £b5+ 17.2d2 Bac8 18.Ehcl
Excl 19.8xc1 b3+ 20.%c3 £h6+ 0-1
White loses the queen.

Emil A Olsen — Olav Skjetnemark
1.4

After this move, Ulf Andersson once
said: Black is already slightly better!.
He advises everbody to stay away

from moving the f—pawn, since it both
weakens the a7—gl-diagonal and the
second rank. In this game a third problem
arises.

1...e6 2.g4?? Whda# 01

Whoops. I have heard about this moves
hundred of times but never seen a game
with them — until now.

Oystein Iversen — Erling Nybo

1.e4 €5 2.2213 Q6 3.d4 exd4 4.8.c4 £6?
Scotch gambit. Compare to the last game
in. Do not move the f—pawn!

5.0xd4 DeS 6.£b3 £c5
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7.015!

Immediately targeting the weak g7—
pawn.

7..818 8.214 g6 9.&2xeS gxf5

9...fxe5 was better, but as the knight
on e5 is untouchable anyway white can

simply develop with a crushing position.
10.%h5+ she7 11.¥17#



Tournament regulations

Time limit 90 min / 40 moves + 30 min for the rest of the game
Late arrival You lose if you are one hour late for the game
Mobile phone You are not allowed to have bring mobile phone

into the playing venue, unless it is completely
switched off. If the mobile produces a sound you
lose the game.
Appeal committé  FA Egil A Standal, Tore Kristiansen, Torstein Bae
Pairing system Pairings are done according to norsk monrad. The
system doesn't use rating but a randomly given
starting number.

Time schedule Round 1 Thursday 20.00
Round 2 Friday 10.00
Round 3 Friday 16.00
Round 4 Saturday 09.30
Round 5 Saturday 16.00
Round 6 Sunday 09.30
Prize ceremony Sunday 13.50
Prizes Group A Group B
1. 10 000 NOK 2 000 NOK
2. 3 500 NOK 1 500 NOK
3. 1 500 NOK 1 000 NOK
4-10. 1000 NOK
+ Trophies
Rating prizes in Grand Prix groupes 1, 2,4 & 5
Tie break Bucholz — add the points of your opponents

excluding the one with the least number of points.
Prizes are shared with players having the same point
— but there are only 10 players in group A and 3
players in group B that gets money prizes.
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Standings Kristiansund Grand Prix

round 1, group A

Emanuel Berg
Yladimir Georgiey
Tiger Hillarp Persson
Alexandra Kosteniuk
Milz Grandelius
Joachim Thomassen
Lar= Madehbrink
Tore Kolas

Matti Swvenn
Gudmund Stenerzen
Hakon Bentzen

Foar E. Makken
Anders Olzen
Alexander R Flasta
=tein Jenzen

Arvan Tari

Thomas Thomaszsen
Kiell T Sandurm
Kiell-Lke Andetsson
Bijdrn Sarén

Dle Reza Dranen
Evageny Romanoy
Kurt Magnus Berg
Milz-Ake Malmdin
Femi Picard

Lars Oskar Hauge
=ebastian Mihajlow
Eilif Oclcde

Fune Marmann

Arne Morten Kastel
Brede &ndre Larzen Hagen
Dddmund Sande
Tor Wetle Hoem
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2201
2034
1551
2007
1932
1904
1935
1952
1922
1934
1972
1404

1785
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1725
1975
1547
1467
1360
18349
1831

2612Burgsvik Alva SH

2586

25838Lunds A=k

2514

2805Lunds A=k

2364Mozs

2247 Sk Kamraterna

2222 Trondheim

2214 5K Kamraterna

22135055

2151 Molde

2120 8alezunds

2076 kristianzund

2070Black Knight=

20653 Harstad

20604zker

2055 Stavanger

2053 kristiansund
Okarlstad A%
Okarlstad A%
DAalesund

2540
OHar=tad

2297 Sundsvalls S5

2081 Migne Echecs

1916055

1873055
Okristiansund
OTrondheim
Ohdolde

2064 TSEK

2025 Randakbery

18963 Kriztianzsund



Rich. Wicklund-Han=zen 1789 1891055

Egil & Standal Wolda 16582 1863%rsta

Artnin Gholami 1640 1836055
Emil-Lion Momat 1580 1826 Aalesunds
Owe H Harestad 1581 17 7sRandabery
Johan Salomon 1621 17T0Mordstrand
Frode Heva 1543 1753Fallo

Anders Samuelzen Mordli 1555 1568 Trondheimstud
Havard Bierkevik 1721 0Molda Ersta
Havard Ramsatad 1699 OAglesunds
Per-Chr. Stenvaag 15892 0Aalesund
Helge Storeide 1573 0Aalezunds
Yegard Simensen 1544 Okriztianzund
=lig Seetre 1518 0Aalezunds
Gunnar Bolza 1505 0Aalezunds
Fardin Toback 0 Okristianzund
Johannes Haug 1442 1640Moardzstrand

Standings Kristiansund Grand Prix
round 1, group B

Tore Hae Lavaas 1430 Trondheim
Fune diztein Las 1331 Trondheimstud
Olay =kjietnemark 1316 Mamsos
Fvztein Iverzen 1308 Trondheim

1
1
1
1
Hanz-Henry Jacobzen 1204 Tromse 1
Matz Peter Henepen 1131 Kristiansund 1
Anders Stanghelle 1142 Mord-Odal 1
Arman K Ghaderi 1072 Trondheim 1
Ehyvind Hoem Yaseng 1042 Hristiansund 1
Corneliuz Kvendseth 873 Mordstrand 1
Per Magnus Larzsen arr  Porzgrunn 1
Jon Ododvar Rambjer 0 kriztianzsund 1
Fokert Hanzen 1] 1
Eli Marit @degaard 0 Kristiansund 1
=tian Paulen 1004 MNolda @rsta Y2
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Jonar Lenzsehakken 1152 Mard-Oclal i)

Martin Skog 9582  Aglesunds 2
Alekzey Gorskiv 1] Krigtianzund Y2
Jan Erik Skog 1385 Aalesunds 0
Bimrn Moralf Dylvik 1165 Aalezunds 0
Audun Hoem 1125 Kristiansund 0
Erling Mylbm 829  Aaglesunds 0
Paul Ivar Johanzen 753 Trondheim 0
Fvatein Halze 746 Kristiansund ]
Elize Sjuttem Jacokbsen 659 Tromsa 0
Magnus D. Jenzen 1l Kriztianzund 0
Henrik Elie Labersli 1l kristianzund 0
Emil &Andre Olzen 1] Kriztianzund 0
Iver Halze 1] Kriztianzund 0
lan Qiners Kienne 1 ]
Yedgard Kallzet 0 Kristiansund 0

Did you know that..

...the world’s oldest public transport company in
uninterrupted operation belongs to Kristiansund -
“Sundsbaten”. It’s as old as the phone - from 1876!

Kristiansund...

...consists of four islands: Nordlandet, Kirkelandet,
Gomalandet and Innlandet. The local joke 1s that it’s
impossible for thieves to escape from the last one; there
is only one way out and that’s through the other three
islands!



White to move and draw

8 [ Today’s problem is com-

71 X F posed by W.E.Rudolph

6| & A & 1912.
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sl &2 A ALK This is a problem that the
3l A D A computers can’t solve. So-
2l A A& metimes the humans still

1 have an advantage.

Cafeteria

..don’t miss our cafeteria, with baguettes
and snacks. The local speciality bacalao, a
delicious fish meal, will also be served.
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